Canadian Charolais youth hold third
annual Leadership Conference

"“A greatexperience...to meet more
Charolais breeders from east to west,”
commented Crystal Jovce, Nova Sco-
tia.

“The conference was very enjoy-
able and very knowledgeable,” noted
Robert Zerebeski, Saskatchewan.

“Very enjoyable and a great learn-
ing experience,” Alex Nykamp, On-
tario said.

“A heck of a good deal, and there
was great enthusiasm from every-
body,” remarked Rob Pek, Saskatche-
wan.

“The organization was excellent
and the seminars and speakers were
great. I learned a few new things and
had fun too,” claimed Trevor Gilmore,
Alberta.

These are just some of the com-
ments written on delegate evaluation
sheets following the third annual Ca-
nadian Charolais Youth Association
Annual Meeting and Leadership Con-
ference held at Ridgetown, Ont., Aug.
2-6, 1989.

The hothumid weatherdidn’tseem
to dim the enthusiasm of the 23 dele-
gates who gathered from Alberta, Sas-
katchewan, NovaScotia, Manitobaand
Ontario for the four days of meetings,
seminars, tours and competitions.

Speakers and guests throughout
the week included Joyce Stewart, the
Canadian Charolais Association re-
cording secretary. Stewart's presenta-
tion on the mandate and structure of
the CCA was well received. A quiz
following her talk kept the listeners
alert. Michelle Gilmore and Vic Rosso
were presented with copies of “White
Gold,” the CCA history book, for their
top scores on the quiz.

Dr. R. Bryan Hicks, a purebred
Charolais breeder and veterinarian
from Arthur, Ont., gave a talk on herd
healthand fielded commentsand ques-
tions from the floor.

Youth delegates were also enter-
tained and informed by a Dale Car-
negie motivational speaker.

On the competitive side of the
conference, the grooming competition
held at Ridgetown College saw the
Alberta team of Todd, Trevor and
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Michelle Gilmore take home the tro-
phies. The seven teams entered were
judged by Paul McCallum of Iona Sta-
tion. In his comments, the judge ex-
pressed his admiration for the skill of
the participants and coordination
within the teams.

Another competitive highlight was
the Charolais quiz competition. The
teams were regionally divided, one
from Ontario, two from Saskatchewan,
one from Alberta and one mixed pro-
vincial team. The trophies in this excit-
ing contest were won by the Saskatche-
wan teamof Vic Rosso, Rob Pek, Robyn
Carles and Kristi Miller. The official
judge, Murray McKerrel, Dresden,
Ont., congratulated all the participants

—

on their overall knowledge and enthu-
siasm. Healso expressed his thanks for
the opportunity to participate in the

contest. Linda Barker, Hagersville,
Ont., served as the quizmaster.

An evening of entertainment was
provided by 17 of the 23 delegates who
chose to be in a public speaking con-
test. Prepared and impromptu
speeches werejudged byalocal teacher,
Mrs. Ruth Reed, and also by Ms. Heidi
Witt, promotion coordinator for the
Ontario Cattlemen’s Association. Beth
Collier, Man., won the junior division
(ages 15-17), Michelle Gilmore, Alta.,
won the senior division (ages 18-21)
and Jeff Barker, Ont., won the second
senior class (ages 21-25). Topics varied
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from beef production and the futureof
the Canadian Charolais Associa' - 110
the work of animals’ rights activists
and the wholesomeness of beef and
consumerism. Honorable mentionhés
to go to Alex Nykamp, Ont., for his
impromptu speech on local sheep-
Throughout the week, delegates
were also treated to an outing at the
+beach, and took tours of the PiO{IEET
Seed Plant and a local winery. “hey
also had bus tours of local crops, :.xru':s
and historicalsites, such as Uncle Tom 3
Cabin. Social outings included a bar
beque, which was sponsored by the
Ontario Zone 6 Charolais breeders and
hosted by the Ross family of Rossdale
Charolais at Thamesville.













